
 

 
 
 

Qualifying Under Free and Reduced Lunch Program /USDA Guidelines 
 

Effective from July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027 
 

 
 

●​ Total Income is found on your Tax form 1040 for the tax year 2025.  
 

●​ Your student must be listed on the tax form as a dependent. The total income must fall at 
or below the salary listed above. Household size is determined by the total of 
dependents listed on your tax form.  
 

●​ If claiming HUD eligibility, please provide official US Department of HUD documentation 
listing the student's name as being eligible.  
 

●​ A secure upload of this tax form is required during TSIC's application process.  
 

●​ If you don't file taxes, there are other documents that we can use as described in the 
following page. Those documents will require an upload also.  
 

●​ Free and Reduced Lunch letters from the school district can not be used for eligibility. 
Only one form of eligibility needs to be submitted. 

 
*Income Guidelines provided by USDA.gov 
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Determining TSIC Eligibility   
 

●​ The student applicant must be claimed as a dependent on the tax return provided to 
verify income eligibility.  

●​ The total number of dependents listed on the tax return provided should be used to 
verify income eligibility. 
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Take Stock in Children requires proof of income to evaluate eligibility. Applicants must submit 
their most recently filed IRS Form 1040 showing total income, with the student claimed as a 
dependent. 

If the parent or guardian does not file federal taxes, the following documents may be submitted 
instead: 

1.​ Florida Medicaid: Proof of active benefits via official documentation from the 
Department of Children and Families (DCF) or the Social Security Administration (for SSI 
recipients). 

2.​ SNAP (Food Stamps): Official documentation from DCF confirming current receipt of 
SNAP benefits. 

3.​ TANF: An official State of Florida approval letter naming the student as a household 
beneficiary. The benefit eligibility period must align with the TSIC application date. 

4.​ Foster Care: Documentation proving the student is currently active in foster care during 
the TSIC application period. 

5.​ Homeless Status: A signed letter on district letterhead from the school district’s 
Homeless Liaison confirming the student's homeless status and free/reduced lunch 
qualification, dated within the TSIC application window. 

 
*The following documentation IS NOT acceptable to verify eligibility for Take Stock in Children: 

●​ W-2s / Social Security Statements Alone: These do not confirm total household 
income or prove the student lives in the same household. 

●​ Disability Statements: These may not reflect total household income or verify 
household composition. 

●​ IRS Verification of Non-Filing: This only confirms that a tax return was not filed, not 
that household income was below the filing threshold. 

●​ School District Profile Screens (e.g., FOCUS): Free/reduced lunch status screens in 
school portals are not accepted as standalone proof. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All applications need proof of eligibility. We only need one of the items listed above. If you have 
questions, please call Caitlin Fisher at (941) 875-5113 during business hours. 
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