
Qualifying Under Free and Reduced Lunch Program /USDA Guidelines 

Effective from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025

HOUSEHOLD 
SIZE ANNUAL 2023 TAX FORM 1040 MANATEE COUNTY HUD 

REQUIREMENTS
1 $27,861 
2 $37,814 

3 $47,767 
4 $57,720 

5 $67,673 
6 $77,626 
7 $87,579
8 $97,532 

For each 
additional 

family 
member, add 

$9,953 

-Total Income is found on your Tax form 1040 for the tax year 2023.

-Your student must be listed on the tax form as a dependent. The total income 
must fall at or below the salary listed above. Household size is determined by the 
total of dependents listed on your tax form. 
-If claiming HUD eligibility, please provide official US Department of HUD 
documentation listing the student's name as being eligible. 

-A secure upload of this tax form is required during TSIC's application process. 
-If you don't file taxes, there are other documents that we can use as described in 
the following page. Those documents will require an upload also.

Free and Reduced Lunch letters from the school district can not be used for 
eligibility.

Only one form of eligibility needs to be submitted 

Income Guidelines provided by USDA.gov 

Updated 7/2024 

$35,200

$40,200

$45,250

$50,250

$54,300

$58,300

$62,350

$66,350

N/A

177067
Highlight



Determining TSIC Eligibility 

• The student applicant must be claimed as a dependent on the tax return provided to verify
income eligibility.

• The total number of dependents listed on the tax return provided should be used to verify income
eligibility.

STUDENT MUST BE 
LISTED ON FORM

LINE 9 MUST FALL
 AT OR BELOW 
THE CHART ABOVE
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Take Stock in Children requires that every student’s financial situation be examined closely at the time 
the student’s application is evaluated.  All applicants should provide their most current year filed IRS 
Tax Form 1040 as verification of income showing total income. The tax return provided must include 
the student as a dependent.
In the instance the student’s parents/guardian does not file Federal income taxes, the following 
documents can be used to verify income eligibility for the Take Stock in Children program:

1. Qualified applicants can be a recipient of Florida Medicaid services. Medicaid eligibility in Florida
is determined either by the Department of Children and Families (DCF) or the Social Security
Administration (for SSI recipients). To qualify under this standard, students must currently be
receiving services (through a review of their Florida Medicaid benefits) and must provide official
documentation for eligibility from the Department of Children and Families (DCF) or the Social
Security Administration (for SSI recipients).

2. Qualified applicants can be a SNAP recipient. SNAP eligibility is determined by the State of
Florida through the Department of Children and Families. To qualify under this standard, students
must currently be receiving services and must provide official documentation for eligibility from
the Department of Children and Families.

3. TANF – Letter from State of Florida indicating that family has been approved to receive TANF
benefit and names of household beneficiaries (the student applicant’s name should be listed as part
of household on the document). The date of eligibility for benefits indicated on the letter should
align with the application date for the TSIC program (i.e., the student should be eligible to receive
TANF benefits at the time of TSIC application).

4. Proof that the student is in Foster Care (currently active as a foster care student during the
application period of TSIC).

5. Signed document on school district letterhead, from the School district’s Homeless Liaison,
verifying in writing that the student is homeless and qualifies for free/reduced lunch. The document
date should align with the date of the TSIC application.

*The following documentation IS NOT acceptable to verify eligibility for Take Stock in Children: *

1. W-2s/ Social Security Statement alone – May not reflect all income and does not verify that it is
same household as student.

2. Disability – May not reflect all income for household and does not verify that it is same household
as student.

3. Statement of non-filing of taxes through IRS – Does not indicate that income was below the need to
file, just verifies that they did not file.

4. The free/reduced lunch screen in the School District's student profile program (i.e., FOCUS).

5. Direct Certification letter from State of Florida- Students who qualify to receive Direct Certification
from the state (i.e.- SNAP/TANF recipients, Foster Care or Homeless youth) should be able to
prove eligibility for TSIC as outlined above.

** All applications need proof of eligibility. We only need one of the items listed above. If you
have questions, please call Kelly Suba at (941) 773-6465 during business hours.



ACCESS CENTRAL MAIL CENTER
P.O. BOX 1770
OCALA FL 34478    

Jane Doe
 123 Main Street
Anytown,  FL 33333

Notice of Case Action
  State of Florida Department
     of Children and Families

Dear Jane Doe

The following is information about your eligibility. 

 August 6, 2024 Case: 100000000000 Phone: (813) 555-1212

Food Assistance

Your application for Food Assistance dated August 1, 2024 is approved.  You are eligible for the months listed below:

Name Aug, 2024 Sept, 2024 Oct,  2024
Thru

Oct  31, 2024

Eligible Eligible Eligible

Eligible Eligible Eligible

Eligible Eligible Eligible

Person 1  

Person 2

Person 3

Benefit Amount $172.00 $224.00 $265.00 

Before your eligibility ends, we will send you a letter telling you what to do to keep getting Food Assistance. To keep 
your Food Assistance from ending, you will need to complete a review by October 31, 2024. You can use the web site 
at www.myflorida.com/accessflorida to do this on My ACCESS Account.

For Food Assistance benefits, you must report during your certification period when your household’s monthly gross 
income is more than your income limit of  $2,495.00. If you are an ABAWD, you must report if your work hours drop 
below 80 hours/month. You must report this change within 10 days after the end of the month.

If you fail to report changes as required, or if the information you provide is not correct, you may have to repay any 
benefits you receive for which you were not eligible and you may be prosecuted for fraud. You must report other 
changes and your household’s situation at the time of the next recertification. If you have access to a computer, you 
may report your changes online at the ACCESS Florida website www.myflorida.com/accessflorida. You may also report 
changes by calling the ACCESS Florida Customer Call Center toll free at 1-850-300-4323 or by mail to the return 
address at the top of this notice.

If this is the first time you have been approved for food or cash benefits, your EBT Card will be mailed to you.  If you 
received benefits before and had a card but have lost or misplaced it, please call EBT Customer Service at 
888-356-3281 to ask for a replacement card.

Medicaid
Your Medicaid has been reviewed and the members listed below are eligible for continued Medicaid coverage.  

Status

Eligible

Eligible

Name

Person 1

Person 2

Person 3 Eligible

SAMPLE

http://www.myflorida.com/accessflorida
http://www.myflorida.com/accessflorida
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